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Ps A. Ii. * 


Be hold, was ſha pen in ine 
| and in Jin did * Mother con. 


0 erve me. 


mo Know Ourſtives was noble Ad- 
vice, and would juſtly have entitled 
che Author of it to great Wiſdom, 
if, at the ſame time, he could have 
old how T bat Knowledge was to 
F arevined. But, alas! how can we be ſaid to 
ow Ourſelver, if we are ignorant of our Spiri- 
al State, and know not on what Terms we 
We E.d with our Creator, the Author of our Be- 
gs, and, conſequently, the Fountain of all the 
Food they are capable of ? 1 
x. | Other Knowledge may ſerve for a grateful A= 
fuſement to the Mind, and be allowed an Or- 
ment of it alſo; but would be vain and fruit- 
| as to the main Concern of Life, which is 


TI 


 Vpleaſure of our Gop, and how His Favour is 
ther to be Recovered or Kept : For on This 
Ine, not any ſhort, uncertain, or deceitful Plea= = 
Fes, but an immutable State of perfect Happi- 

IE doth depend. And This nothing but our 


uy Religion can teach us, 
! | A 3 | Now, | 


Wh 19 to Know what Part we have in the Loveor 


quite of another kind; a Sin in our very Fram 


333 Of Original 6 
Now, though the firſt View of Outſclves with þþ, 
which It preſents us, be a very diſmal one, no- | 7 
thing but Sin and Miſery : Yet we ſhall ſoon JU 
find, that the Commanding Voice of the Eter. Jurg 
nal Word can from thence bid Comfort ariſe, as 4d 
It once did Light out of Darkneſs ; and that Jyit! 

the Grace of Go v is much more abound: hive, 
ing than the Wickedneſs of Man. he] 
But my Text only draws the Melancholy Forr 
Scene, and opens before us our Miſery; repre- Tex 
ſents Man as a Creature very early in Rebellion is it 
_ againſt his Maker, from the very Womb an hate: fire « 
ful Object to the pure Eyes of GO p, and a Yel: Jupor 
ſel of His Wrath: It tells us, that Sin begins 
with our very Beings, that it is Part of our Om. F. 
poſition, and interwoven with our Thread of Lite; Alte. 
Ihe firſt Spark of which is no ſooner kindled inn 
us, but the Sinner begins to move: For if Holy] Sz 

David juſtly might, who ought not with the moſt Corr 
profound Humility thus to Lament himſelf? Bi Ius fr 
Hold, I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did my * 
h. 


Rom. v. 20. 


Mother conceive ua oo inhbegd 

Which Words are not an Hyperbolical Aggra4us 
vation of David's Actual Sins, as the Pelagiam of 
old, the Hociniane, and ſome Others at this di Fo: 
vainly pretend, only to make them conſiſtent witÞwhict 
their Scheme of Religion; for they ſet forth à Sl DoRt 


and Conception, and are a plain and poſitive Alf Fi 
ſertion of the Catholick Doctrine of Original Malter 
Now if there be no ſuch Sin, theſe Words a. II 
ſo far from being an Hyperbole, that they co iſibl. 
tain a meer Fiction ; they do not Agoravate wit it; 4 


ak 


| Of Original Sin. 5. 
s, but Acknowledge what has no Reality at all. 
The Subject of this Diſcourſe, then, muſt be 
| Wniginal Sin, which is ſometimes taken more 
. Iirgely, as comprehending both the firſt Sin of 
Adam imputed to all his Poſterity, and together 
t dvith it the Inherent Pollution of our Natures de- 
med from it: And ſometimes more ſtrictly, for 
ne Latter alone; not excluding, but ſuppoſing the 
y Former, as the Cauſe and Foundation of it. M. 
· Text leads me to conſider it only in this laſt Senſe, 
"n Is it ſignifies the Natural Corruption in which we 
& re Conceived and Born. And in diſcourſing 
f: pon it, I ſhall proceed in this Method, vis. 


m. Firſt, I ſhall ſnew, That Man is very much 
fe; Altered from what He was at his firſt Creation. 
oly] Secondly, That this Alteration conſiſts in a 
noſtÞCorrupt and Depraved Nature, derived down to 
Be. us from our Firſt Parents. „V 


| Thirdy, That this Original Corruption in 
or14us has the true and formal Nature of Sin. 
daft Forrthly, 1 {hall conſider the chief Objections 
wittÞyhich have been urged by the Adverſaries of this 

a SigDoQtrine, and ſo conclude. 1 „ e 
e Al Firſt then, I am to ſhew that Man is very much 


altered from what He was at his firſt Creation. 
s aj. The Diſorder that is in Humane Nature is too 
7 collfiilible to want Revelation for the Diſcovery of 
wt; they who wanted That have complained of 
+ a e 


JJ! EGEoEonoGEoEE oe 
+ This had the Face of a plauſible Hypotheſs; 
and ſo long as it ſeemed to ſolve an Apparett! 
- Difficulty, its own Abſurdities were over-look'd'} 
No Notice was taken of the Incongruity of Mans | 
Creation thus by Pieces; or of Go d's. Uniting id 


it in all Ages, but for Want of it have been at 1 lg. 
great Loſs. for the Cauſe. That Opinion which Je 
moſt generally prevailed, was the Doctrine of the nav 
Præœexiſtence of Souls; which was brought into ＋ 
Haly by Pythagorat, but had ſpread itlelf very Bu 
far before his time, and continues to this day hn 
in the Eaſtern Parts of the Worlc. 
Great Defects were obſerv'd in all the Powers Id 
of Man; his Underſtanding dark, his Will weak ons 
and yet obſtinate, his Appetites irregular, and or! 
his Paſſions ſtrong : And it was very rightly con- fre 
_ cluded, that ſo Abſurd a Compoſition could not hq | 
come immediately out of the wiſe and pure Hands Hob 
of Go p, but that This muſt needs be a State of h; « 
Puniſhment. But then They looked upon the Friſq, 
Souls of Men to be of too pure, . refined, and es. 
alted a Nature, to be originally deſigned by God hi. 
for Companions of this ſinful Clod of Earth; f 
and therefore imagined, that theſe Spirits Had an ji 
Exiſtence of their own before, but by ſome 
Tranſgreſſions having offended their Maker, that f 
this Caſe of Fleſh was ſo contrived on purpoſes 
a Puniſhment for Them; into which they were F| 
caſtas into a Work-houſe, and there condemned 
do hard Labour, the perpetual Drudgery of Strug- 
gling with the unruly Appetites of Fleſh and f 
Blood, ſo contrary to the Purity and Dignity e ſh 


Of Original Sin. 7 
{wo Natures together, which they themſelves ſup- 
Ul Hoſed ſo unſuitable to each other; or of che 
R navoidable Conſequence of Go p's being there- 
td y the Author of Sin. 3 
y But if they had preſerved the Hiſtory of their 
1 hen Deſcent, they would have known that the 
$ody and Soul were matched together in Love, 
3 ud deſigned by G0 p for inſeparable Compa- 
a Hons : That the nobleſt Creature in the viſible 
nd Fot1d reſulted from That Union; the Only Crea- 
u- fire endued with Abilities to Praiſe his Maker, 
tf hd under Him to have the Dominion of this 
ds lobe of Earth: That as Man came thus directly 
of it of an Almighty Hand, guided by Infinite 
ne ſiſdom and Goodneſs, it was impoſſible He 
e ould want any Endowments that were ſuitable 
00 h his Nature. And ſince he was brought into 
th; e World at full Age, not like an Infant, only 

an Fith Capacities which Time by flow Degrees 
to fill up, he muſt neceſſarily be Created 
ih all thoſe Qualities which are Perfective of 
Nature, as well as Eſſential to it; for other- 
Jie the Workmanſhip of Go p had been Defe- 
re, which is no leſs Ablurd, than Impious to 
W „ 
i we therefore conſider what Man ought to be, 
e hall know what Man was at his firſt Crea- 
In; and to know what Man ought to be, we 
lis; uſt conſider what Natural Powers Go p has gi- 
rem n him. As He is a Rational Creature, He is 
di neceſſity a Moral Agent; He knows He has a 
ans ker whom it is his Duty to Adore and Serve. 
ting ad as He is compounded of Fleſh and Spirit, 


8 f Original Sin. 
He finds in himſelf Powers very different in their A 
Nature and Perfection, and that a due and regu-] H 
lar Subordination among them is neceſſary to at. I ty 
tain the Ends of his Creation, the Glory of Gop. in 
and his own Happineſs. Some of them are made thi 
to be Governed, and kept in Subjection; Others] thi 
for the Command over them: He has a Power off W. 
Election, by which He is Maſter of his own Adi. thi 
ons, which is called the Will; with Appetites to] in! 
encline or draw it, and when Occaſion requires, 
Paſſions to drive it: And over all, an Under- Th 
ſtanding to preſide and govern, and That to beſ Co 
regulated by the Law of Gov. {Ita 
When things are Thus, Man is in the perfecteſtſ be 
State His Nature is capable of in this World, af gh 
truly Noble Creature, and Worthy of his Maker. ſew 
This therefore muſt certainly be the Condition Fov 
in vrhich Gop made Him, and which Our Church vi ; 


in the Ninth Article, uſing the Language of all Or- Min 


thodox Chriſtians, call Original Reghteouſueſs men 
Without which, after a Moral Agent was made, chea 
op could not, upon a Review of His WorksJImp: 
have pronounced All Good; or be ſaid to ha The 
made Man in His own Image, notwithſtandingIDiſp 
the Spirituality and Immortality of his Soul, unleiJredu 


He had given Him thoſe Perfections as ſuch Autio 


Nature require, which are Wiſdom in his Mind ls thi 
and Holineſs in his Will. [ee 
No if we take but a ſhort View of the preſenſditio 
Condition of Man, we ſhall ſoon perceive that qter h 
s very much Altered from what he was at his firYProo 

Creation; or as Our Article expreſſes it, ven j# hi: 

gone from Original Righteouſneſs, and of 10 0 ond 


| Of Original Sin. 9 
ir Nature enclined to Evil. There is nothing of that 
u-| Harmony and Order which was then in his Facul- 
it- | tys, no Authority in the Superiour, or Obedience 
, in Lower; but the Subjects are in Arms againſt 
de their Rulers, and nothing but Civil War within 
ers] this Little World: The Underſtanding Dark, the 
off Will Impotent; and the Inferiour Facultys taking 
gi. f this Opportunity to Rebel; nothing but Tumults 
to] in his Breaſt, and a perpetual Strife for Superiority. 

re Sometimes a boiſterous Paſſion gets into the 
er. Throne, and obliges the Will to execute its wild 
\ be] Commands: Then a craving and importunate Luſt 
arts up, and, like a Beggar Armed, demands to 

teſt be relieved. Counters and Bawbles, by the dim- 
1, allehted Underſtanding, are taken for Gold and 
ker Jewels, and the Wretch, in the moſt deplorable 


tion}Foverty, thinks himſelf Rich and Happy. By and 


urch by theſe Phantomes of Pleaſure vaniſh, and the 
Or-JMind recovers its Sight with Anguiſh and Amaze- 
ment: Then Vengeance is denounced againſt the 
ade cheating Affections which have been guilty of this 
xrk5JImpoſture, and ſevere Diſcipline is threaten'd ; but 
barJThey being too great Favourites to be long under 
ding Diſpleaſure, are quickly reſtored to a Capacity of 
lei reducing their Lord again to as Inſignificant Reſo- 
ich Alutions. In this Circle of Diſorder and Confuſion 
lind the Life of Man hurried away under the alter- 
nate Tyranny of his own Slaves; which is a Con- 
eſenidition in which the Goodneſs of Go Þ could ne- 
at nter have placed him, and therefore is an evident 
is irlÞProof of the great Altcration from what He was 
ij falu his firſt Creation. Which leads me to my Se- 
5 0WNfond Particular, where 1 am to ſhew, _ 
Van VV Secondh, 
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Secondly, That this Alteration conſiſts in a Corz 
tupt and Depraved Nature, derived down to us 
from our Firſt Parents 2 3 7-2 


When we have ſeen in how Perfect a State Man 


was made, and under how Imperfect an One his 
Poſterity has ever laboured; where ſhould we look 
for the Cauſe of this great Alteration, but from 
that Daring Sin which ſo fatally poiſoned the 


Fountain from which all Succeeding Generations 
have flowed ? The Malady is too Univerſal to 


be aſcribed to any other Cauſe. 


I ho' One Man, notwithſtanding the great Light . 
which Gop had given him, might be over-reached 
by the Stratagem and Subtilty of a Superiour Spi- 

rit, and drawn in to Rebel againſt his Maker: Yet. 
that All Men of their own Accord ſhould follow | 
ſuch a Leader; that in all Parts of the Earth, and 
all Ages, Infinite Millions of Men, without one ſin- 


gle Exception, ſhould make themſelves Parties in 


the Treaſon; that not One Man ſhould be Born 
who would make the right Uſe of his Reaſon, is 
utterly inconceivable. Of this General Defection 
there muſt be ſome Univerſal, Natural, and In- 


6 J 


tternal Cauſe, a Byaſs upon our Wills and Affe. 


ctions, which ſo forcibly inclines us to Evil, that 


| our ſtrongeſt Oppoſition is in vain. Which we 


ſhall find alſo yet more evident, if we will but 


bbſerve that thoſe Defects which are ſo viſible in | 


our Natural Powers, are moſt Superlatively Con- 
Tis true, our Mind is Obſcured, and our Wil 
Weak and Perverſe; yet, in moſt Caſes, they ferve 


d about Mora 


Of Original Sm. 11 
us tolerably well. In Temporal Concerns we 
commonly judge with great Nicety, perceive ex- 
atly where our true Intereſt lies, chooſe the pro- 
per Means to purſue it; foreſee Dangers and Diffi- 
culties afar off, uſe the neceſſary Caution to guard 
ourſelves againſt all Accidents, and uſually have 
Reſolution enoughvigoroully to follow the Dictates 
of our Underſtanding. But when Duty calls for 


our Watchfulneſs and Diligence, Vertue and Piety, 


for our Application, we are quite Other Crea- 
tures: Our Governing Powers are Benummed 
and Aſleep, and thoſe only Active which ſhould be 


Suppreſſed. There is a perfect Stupor upon the 
Mind, and the Will is Refractory: The Beauty of 
Holineſs ſhines in vain, nor can all the Rhetorick 
hat is contained in the Strength of thoſe Argu- 
ments which perſuade to Vertue, engage our Ear: 

A Crown of Life itſelf put into the Balance a- 


gainſt the Emptieſt Pleaſure, is outweigh d; and 


Everlaſting Torments have no Terrour in them. 
o that the Darling of Mankind, Intereſt, in this 
Caſe has loſt all its Charms, and Self- Preſervation 
ceaſes to be a Governing Principle. Whereas in 


other Matters, as was obſerved, the Caſe is quite 
Different. No Man runs into the Fire, or walks 


Jon till he drops down a Precipice which he ſees 
before him: But in his Moral Actions, Infinitely 
IGreater, and no leſs Certain Dangers put him in 


no Fear at all. A Bottomleſs Pit is before him, 


yet He haſtens on without Thoughts of ſtopping, 


though the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of Lite 


make him always near the Brink of it. He treads | 


undaunted in Paths that lead to Flames, whe 
Z Ee: , gs 5 


12 Of Original Sin. | 
he believes ſhall never be cxtinguiſhed, feeling at [of 
the ſame time the Worm that never dies gnawing li 
in his Breaſt, Now what Account, J beſeccß 
you, can be given of this monſtrous Stupidity 
with relation to Sin only, running through an 
whole Race of Rational Creatures, but the Ve. 
nom of Sin itſelf ? Which from the Root of 
Humane Nature, has ever ſpread itſelf through | 
all its Branches, and brings forth this Accurſed 
' Fruit: And this appeared as Early was as poſſi. | 
ble; for the Firſt Man born of Adam was a Mur. 
| Gere, as ſoon as there was a Second for him to 
Ihe Scripture is very clear in this Matter: 
I Hall inftance only in a few places, becauſe what | 
I ſhall have occation to mention on the next Jhi 
Head, will prove a great deal more, and there. 


fore abundantly coofirm this. Gen. v. 3. We are 


told, that Adam begat a Son in his Own Like- 
neſs, after his Image; and called his Name Seth: | 
By which nothing can be meant, but that he was 
begat with ſuch a Corrupt and Depraved Nature 
as his Fathers. For there was no need, certainly, 
that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould obſerve to us, that Ja! 
Adam begat a Son like himſelf in his Effential | 
Propertys and Cutward Figure, which was no 


more than what was common to all Creatures, Inc 


and was a Bleffing given, when Go p ſaid, bt 


fruitſul and multiply. Beſides, if this had been an! 


tie meaning of it, the Obſervation no doubt had 
been moſt proper, upon the Birth of his Firſt Son: 


hut ſince the Deſign of Go p was to let us know $}.14 


that Corruption was entailed upon the Children 
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of Adam, it was reſerved till that Son was born 
in whoſe Poſterity the Species was to be Pre- 
ſerved, and that was Leth, from whom Noab 
lincally deſcended. And that this Meaning of 
the Words might not be overlook'd, there is an 
Emphatical Repetition of the ſame thing Adam 

begat a Son in his Own Likeneſs, after his Inage; 
and this introduced, by calling to our remem- 

Ibrance that Adam himſelf was made in the Image. 
of Go p, ver. 1. Which had been utterly need- 
eſs, unleſs, by the Antitheſis, to ſhew the great 
Difference between the Image in which Adam 

vas Made, and That after which Seth was be- 

r: gotten: And that as Adam's Likeneſs to Go p 

at hy chiefly in his Moral Qualitys, the Wiſdom of 

xt his Mind, and Holincſs of his Will; So the 

e- mage of Adam in Seth, denoted the inherent and 

re bereditary Depravation of Both in Him. Tis evi- 

ent alſo, that St. Paul takes the mage 

Adam in this Senſe, when he ſays, 1 ev. 4. 


T he Firſt Man is of the Earth, E: 


by, the Second Man is. the Lord from. Heaven : 
and as we have borne the Image of the Earthy, we 
it tall alſo bear the Image of the Heavenly, 
tial] Again; Soon after this, we have Go p's o n 
nd Judgment of His Work, Man, as now Corrupted 
res, find Depraved : For He doth not charge only 
articular Perſons with Actual Wickedneſs, but 

deen Plankind in General with an Univerſal and Rabi- 
had nal - Diſpoſition in their Minds towards it: 

on: Und GOD ſaw that the Wickedneſs 


iow ff. Man was Great in the Earth, and Gen. vi. 3. 


dren bat evary Imagination of the T houghis of his 
Eo a = 


T Wd Þ 1 ” ole. i þl ' origin — WW 


.. —. 


e 
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of the Spirit, is Spirit. Here Fleſh and Spirit ate 
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Heart was only Evil continually : And in ano 


| ther place Gop charges this upon or 
Chap. vii. him, even from his Youth 5 which can fi 


Re imply no leſs than that it is Born by 
with him: Which is a quite contrary Account th 
of the Nature of Man, from what He gave of it 
at firſt, when He pronounced it very Good. % 
But that which puts this Queſtion beyond all 1 
Doubt, is, That before Man can be reſtored to {1 
Sop's Favour, his Nature muſt be Renewed by 
Grace, which is grounded only upon the Original | yy 
Corruption of it; and therefore this Renovatian 
of his Nature is called Regeneration. And when þ 
the Hereditary Filth and Corruption of Man's þ 
Nature is thus cleanſed away, he is ſaid by Cansr y. 
to be born again, and by St. Paul, to put on the 
| New Man. And hence it was, that Waſhing be. 
came the Initiating Ceremony, and Water is ap- 
pointed by Go p to be the Outward and Viſible : 
bien of this Inward and Spiritual Grace; both dio 
which our Saviour couples together in His Di- Ire h 
Ton fü. 4. 6. Courle with Nicodemus. Verih, ver- 
. ly. I ſay unto thee; except a Manhye - 
be born of Water and of the Spirit, he cannot en piece 
ter imo the Kingdom of Gov. T hat -which fh1q 
born of the Fleſh, is Fleſh ; and that which is botths;;; 
na 
the 


manifeſtly uſed in direct Oppoſition to each other, 


to expreſs the two different States of Man byſih 

Nature and Grace : And theſe few Words, ih the 
. duly weighed, will be found to contain the whole whe 
Doctrine we are upon. Here is, in the firſt, place gs « 
declared the abſolute Neceſſity of a ee ire 
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= Regeneration, which implies (as was obſerved) a 


ng Corruption by our Natural Generation; here is 
n flo expreſſed the Univerſality of this Corruption, 
fr as much as All Men are Fleſh ; and laſtly, here 
at ; the Univerſality of the Propagation of this Cor- 
& ſuption, fince whatſoever is Born of the Fleſh is 


all 7 hirdly, 1 am now to ſhew, that this Origi- 


o gal Corruption in us has the true and formal Na- 
re of Sin. VV 


in ſeyiates from that Regular Order in which Go 5 


lien ade it, is in its kind Evil. And as when Na- 
ns fire is obſtructed in its ordinary Method of 


5 orking, the Production is monſtrous, and by 


the $ natural Irregularity Odious to all Beholders : 
be. p when a Rational Creature is defective in any 
W-Yoral Qualitys which belong to the Perfection 
ble r his Nature, He becomes Morally Evil and 


och hious in the pure Eyes of Go D. Adam, be- 
Dif- re his Fall, by reaſon of his Original Righteouſ- 
Mi eſs with which He was created, was ſuch a Crea- 

auſre as Man ought to be, and therefore the Juſt 
en- dject of God's Love and Favour ; as all his 


born 
tate nage : But He falling, and They being born 
ther the Image of their Lapſed Progenitor, that is, 
n dich Diſpoſitions in their Nature quite contrary 


s, 1 the Will of Go D, are ſuch Creatures as Man 
hole wht not to be, and conſequently as Juſt Ob- _ 
lace as of Gop's Hatred and Diſpleaſure, Go p 


Wires Truth in the inward Parts, as David ob- 
4515 e 5 ſerves 


nal Whatſoever wants that Symmetry, or any way 


h Vihildren would have been, had He kept his in- 
rity, and They been born in his Righteous 
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ſerves in the Words following the Text i And 
therefore if there be Errour in the Underſtand: 
ing with regard to our Duty, Diſobedience in (tur 
the Will, or Irregularity in the Affections, it is | 
not material to enquire how they came there. Itea 

whether contracted by evil Cuſtoms or born Jof 
„ien en THEY are. evidently 4 Jan 

1 John ifi. 44 Tranſgreſſion of the Law, and there. Jy 
fore have the true and formal Na. wh 

JJ a 

And accordingly we find this Original Cor- I Ad 
ruption of Man's Nature repreſented as ſuch in La. 
Scripture under great Variety of Expreſſions; {Ne 
but eſpecially by St. Paul, whoſe proper Pro- Jed * 
vince it was, as Apoſtle to the Centiles, to ei- not 
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„ courage Theſe, and humble the proud Fews; by gel 


 Hewing; that * the Latter were for ſome [Sin 
time particularly favoured by Go p, and his ted 
Choſen People, yet by Nature They and the not 
Gentiles were the {ame Sinful Creatures, and e- Ichre 
qually ſtood in need of a Redeemer. + Th. 
lee ͤ8tells them therefore, that allfin 1 
a the World was become Guilty befor? Ane 
* Gov; that all Men, Fews and Gen- die 
. „16, fies were under Sin, under Conden- in 
5 3 nation ſhut up together under WF Abe 
that All bad Sinned, and come ſhort of the Glory offiiis « 
Gop. Which Propoſitions being all Unier-Jthe] 
lal, and no Exception made as to thoſe who dieſ hit 
before they commit Actual Sin; it is evident, theJHeb 
Apoſtle muſt mean principally the Original Pol-Jof h 
lution of their Natures, by which they are truly to 
Sinners, and liable to the Wrath of G obit whj 


0 h more cxpreſly declared by Him 
nd= [when He tells us that we are by Na. Fb. ij. 3. 
in ure the Children of Wrath, ; 
is. And the Puniſhment of Adam's Sin having 
teached All Men, is a Demonſtration that the Guilt 
orn Jof it has done ſo too. It has reached Such as 
a Jannot Sin Actually, Infants ; and yet the ve= _ 
re- ty Reaſon which the Apoſtle gives 
Na- Jwby Death has paſſed upon All Men, Rom. v. 12; 
tis, becauſe All have Sinned. From : 
or- Adam to Moſes there was no poſitive Ds, 
in Law enforced by the Penalty of Death, ver, 14. 
ns ; [Nevertheleſs ſaith S. Paul, Death reign k 
ro- Jed from Adam to Moſes, even over them who had 
ei not ſinned after the Sinulitude of Adam's Tranſ- 
; by greſſion, who is the Figure of Him that is to come. 
Mme Since then by their own Sins they had not incur- = 
his ted the Penalty of Death, and indeed could 
the not, becauſe there was no ſuch Puniſhment 
| e-Jthreatened; nothing can be plainer than that 
Their Death was the Puniſhment of Adam's Sin, 
allſin which by Nature they. were All Partakers. 
fore And it is very remarkable, that the firſt Man who 
Ten- died, and that a Violent Death too, which carries 
e10-Jin it a more ſignal Mark of Puniſhment, was 


ſis ;{Abel, who was fo far from provoking Gov by 


Anis own Sins, that we are told that 
ver- the Lox bad Reſpect unto Abel and to Sen. We 3. 
dieſ hr Offering. And the Author to the | 
" theJHebrerws gives this farther Teſtimony Heb. vi, 47 
Pol-Jof him, that by Faith Abel offer d un. 
rulyſo Gov, 4 more - excellent Sacrifice than Cain, by 
; which he obtained Wimeſs that He was Righteous. 


I 
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What then muſt this Righteous Man's Death be 


imputed to, but the common Guilt in which he le 


was involved with all Men? And this Sinful. #n; 


neſs of Man's Nature gave St. Paul occaſion in 


the place before cited, to call Adam the I 


Rom. v. Pigure of the Meſſiah ; All Men being 


made Sinners by his Sin, as on the o- fp 


FEY they are Juſtified by C HRIST'S Right- 


_ eouſneſs, He enlarges on the Parallel for ten 


Verſes together in that Chapter, which there i 


| would not be the leaſt Ground for, unleſs, as 


CuaRisrT's Stripes we are healed, ſo by Adan's | 


Sin we had been wounded. 


And as thePuniſhment extended to All, is did | 
the Remedy too, which is a farther Confirmation owl 
of this Truth. Immediately after Adam's Sin a Þpi 
| Redeemer was promiſed ; but if Adam had not fp 


been a Publick Perſon, in Covenant with Go 


not only for himſelf but all Mankind, which he 
had Radically in him, and if his Sin had been on- 


ly Perſonal, is it conceivable that the Remedy 


mould not be given till Four thouſand Years af. 
ter the Diſtemper? But the Diſtemper being | 


Univerſal, and the promiſed Seed wobich was to 


_ bruiſe the Serpent” Head, being alſo a Propitiation þ 
for the Sins of the whole Mord; the Remedy came 
feaſonably in the Fullneſs of Time, when Go | 
ſaw fit to give it, the Benefits commencing from t 


the Date of the Bromiſe. 


Thus I hope it fully appears, that the Doctrine Þbj 
of the Catholick Church concerning Original Sin, 
I by Scri- 


is not only True, and clearly Supporte 


pture, but a Doctrine of the grearcſt Weight and Þ | 
„ Umpor: 5 
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e importance; no leſs than a Fundamental Arti- 


e {cle of the Chriſtian Faith, upon which the Goſpel 
. Diſpenſation is built, it being the very Cauſe of 


n jGop's Sending His Son to take Our Nature 
he won Him. However, there were very early in - 
g the Church, as well as at this day, Hereticks who 
> {oppoſed it, and thereby put quite another Face 
t= Japon Chriſtianity, They Interpret away the 


en Jnoſt glorious Manifeſtation G op ever made of 
re Himſelf; They ſhut their Eyes againſt thoſe 
by Myſteries which Angels themſelves covet to look 
1 Into, and have render'd the Chriſtian Church lit- 


lowing the Scripture to be the Rule to form their, 


o ſhew them Text by Text, which would be end- 


d 
1 Þ make it confeſs what it knows nothing of: 


ing ut to confute their Arguments, and ſhew the 
walidity of thoſe Reaſons, which make them 
to ſuch abſurd Expoſitions. And if this be 
me fone, we may expect that they will be content 
ob Þ let the Bible, as well as other Books, ſpeak 
rom ts Own Senſe. Which leads me to the Fourth 

nd Laſt thing J propoſed, viz. To N 

| 25 


rine Pbje&tions which have been urged by the 


Sin; Frrſaries of this Doctrine; and they are chiefly 
777 OO 
= C: 2 >> Ks They. 


e more than a School of Philoſophy. Nor is 
tany wonder, if we conſider that inſtead of al- 


Ppinions by, Theſe Men have made their Opi- 

tons the Rule to Interpret Scripture by, and 
hat, even in Matters of Faith. In dealing witn 
tem therefore, we are not ſo much concerned 


5 : 2 
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ls, how they rack and torture the Holy Book, 
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20 O Original Sin. 
- 1; They ſay, that if Adam had been created in Imi 
ſuch a State of Original Righteouſneſs as has been Ind 
a it had been Impoſſible for him to Jdor 
1 eee e 


2. That his Sin was only Perſonal, and could I/ 
only pollute his Own Nature, it being ineon- y! 
ceivable how it ſtrbuld infect all his Poſterity. Put 
3. That admitting ſome fort of Hereditaty bet 
Corruption were derived down to us All, what. al 
ever That be, yet it cannot have the Nature of Th. 
Sin, becauſe Involuntary in us, and altogether Jhin 
VVT 

4. That if the Sin of the Firſt Man was to ins $5 c 
Folve all his Poſterity in Guilt, and That Sin ten. 
certainly foreſeen ; it was not conſiſtent with the Jap; 
Goodneſs of Go b to make a Creature upon ſuch fore 
Now tho' one ſhort Anſwer might be given Ilm 


d all this, and it would be ſufficient to ſay, tav 


that plain and poſitive Proofs from Scripture of ftp: 
any Divine Truth ought to ſilence any Scruple in that 
our Mind againſt it, and may juſtly require an be 
humble Submiſſion, from thoſe eſpecially whoſe dier 


| Weakneſs and Imperfe&ion is the thing proved: Ithei 


Yer for fuller Satisfaction, I beg your Patience hei 
while J conſider theſe Objections diſtinctl yr. V 
Firſt then, they ſay, That if Adam had beenJwha 
created in ſuch a State of Original Righteouſneſs dec 
2s has been repreſented, it had been impoſſible for thus 
Theſe Men ſuppoſe Adam endued by Go vjdin 
at his Creation with only Natural but no Moral ſceiv 

Perfections, and his Will equally poized (if Im 


= may = 


in may ſo ſpeak) between Good and Evil, entirely 
en indifferent to Either: Imagining that ſuch Wil. 
to dom in his Mind and Holineſs in his Will, as we 
 Jall Original Righteouſneſs, would have ſufficient- 
ald iy armed him againſt the Tempter, and effectual- 
on- y have ſecured him in his State of Innocence. 
_ * Pur this Miſtake ariſes for want of diſtinguiſhing 
aty between That Holineſs which belongs to a Mo- 
ate fal Agent, as ſuch, in a State of Probation ; and 
ok That which belongs to One who hath approved 
her himſelf upon Tryal, in a State of Perfection. 
Ihe Former can be in no higher a Degree than 
in- conſiſtent with ſuch a Liberty as is requiſite to 
Sin tender our Actions Good or Evil, and Ourſelves 
the Japable of Rewards and Puniſhments; and there- 
uch ore may be departed from. And as we know 
ok no Rational Creatures that Go p ever made 
ven Ilmpeccable; ſo we know of none but ſuch as 
ſay, Jhave actually Fallen, for there are Angels that 
e of Itept not their Firſt Eſtate as well as Man: And 
ein that chere are any of Either Kind ſo happy as to 
an ſbe confirmed and fixed Immurably in their Obe- 
ſe dience, is by the Grace of Go D a Reward for 
ed: heir voluntary Perſeverance in their Duty in 
wemer-State of Probativit NEE oh 
What was the Sin of thoſe Glorious Spirits, or 
een chat drew them into it, are as yet among the 


nes becret T hings which belong anto the Lo x v: But 


for ſhus much we may ſurely affirm, that if fuch | 
Ikxcellent Creatures, ſo near their Maker, could 


-o {Sin without a Tempter, much eaſier is it to con- 


oral ſceive how Man might; who had not only the 
if ame Liberty in himfelf which the Angels had, 
—!!! but 
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but was moreover expoſed to the Craft and Sub- 
tilty of a moſt Malicious Adverſary, much ſupe. 
riour to him in his Intellectual Facultys. : 


2. They ſay, that Adam's Sin was only Perſo⸗ 
nal, and could only polhite his Own Nature, | 
it being inconceivable how it ſhould infect all 


his Poſterity, 


Ihis they fay; but have no other Reaſon for | 


it than the Difficulty they find in Explaining it; 
Rom. i. 22. to Whom we may anſwer in St. Pauls 


Words, that profeſſing to be Wiſe, they be. 


came Fools ; For this Objection ſprings out of e- 


qual Ignorance and Pride, and borrows all its 


Force from no Wiſer or Modeſter a Suppoſition 


than That of Man's Omniſcience: For if there 


de any Truths beyond the Reach of Humane 
Underſtanding, why may not This be One of 
them? Yet as wild and extravagant a Principle I; 


as it is, the Extent of it reaches very far; and 


It. ſerves the Depraved Sons of Adam, againk all 
the Doctrines which they are not willing ſhould 


be True. Ir is the ſole Baſis on which Infidelity 


is built, and a moſt proper Foundation indeed 
K. iz Thus theſe Men, 


for ſuch a Superſt 
before they are aware, confirm the Truth in que: 


ſtion by ſo Unreaſonably Oppoſing it; by this 


means diſcovering Themſelves to be very Ap- 


parent Monuments of the Ruins of Humane Na- 


Tre, 


Do we not every day ſee a great Reſemblance 
between Children and their Parents, not only in 

the Lineaments of their Face, the Motions and 
Geſtures of their Body; but in the moſt Signs! h 

. ee ee ee ee 
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ind Reigning Qualitys of their Mind? Thie 
Pride and Frowardneſs, Humility and Meck- 


neſs, Covetouſneſs and Ambition ; and even the 
nicer Particularitys of Mens very Humours, are 


loftentimes ſeen in thoſe Children who loſt their 
parents before they were capable of Imitation; 


land therefore were derived down from them by 


lis unſeen Means as their Original Corruption. 


Now if we muſt not believe our Senſes, till our 
Reaſon be ſatisfied about the Cauſe of their Ob- 


fects, I fear the Wiſeſt Man muſt be a Sceptick, 


ind Believe Nothing : Nay, the Derivation of 


Jour very Beings from our Parents on this Princi- 
ple muſt be denied, as well as That of the Pollu- 


tion of Them. 


And if there be ſuch Difficulty in racing the 
ICauſes of the moſt Groſs and Senſible Appea- 
ances in Nature, a greater Degree of Obſcurity 


may be fairly allowed where the Soul is chiefly, 
concerned: Which although it be the Principle 


bfall Knowledge in us, yet is very unable to an- 


wer any Queſtions It may be asked by the Curi- 


Jous, concerning its own Nature and Operations. 


ts Union with the Body, and the mutual Acting 
o Each upon the Other are, and probably will 
de Myſterys till Both are Perfected in Glory. 

Tis ſufficient we have all the Evidence the. 


: IThing is capable of. The Matter of Fact is too 
| Kipparent to be denied; the Vaineſt Man muſt 
wn he feels it in Himſelf, and the moſt Chari- 
able cannot overlook it in Others. The Cauſe 
we could only learn from Revelation, and we have 


Ihe cleareſt Scripture for it; the Manner of that 
185 e e Cauſe's 


* 
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Cauſe's Working we may be content to let pals 
in the Croud of other fruitleſs Speculations, the 
and apply our Thoughts more profitably how ta it, 
make that Remedy Effectual to Us, which the Icli 
- Goodneſs of Gop has provided againſt it. 50 Jalt 
Wall we draw Happineſs out of Miſery, be Gain. die 
ers by the Loſs of Paradiſe, and attain a grearer I - 
Pitch of Glory, than That from which we fell 
in Our Firſt Parents. e 
3. They Add farther ; that allowing ſome He- 
reditary Corruption to be derived down to us from 
Adam: Whatever That be, it cannot have the 
Nature of Sin, becauſe Involuntary in us, and al- | 
eogether Unaveidable, e 57; 
This Objection ſuppoſes all Sin to be Voluntary, 
which if rightly Underſtood, we have no Cauſe to 
deny. Without the Conſent of the Will Sin had 
never enter'd into the World, nor could it take % 
place in us, if our Wills were altogether uncon- der 
cerned. But a Sin may be ſaid to be Voluntary Se 
Two Ways: Firſt, When it is itſelf, or pro- Ou. 
ceeds from, the free Motion of the Will; And, the 
Secondly, when it is Antecedent to any free Mo- Tr 
tion of the Will, but yet doth Affect the Will, Th 
and is Inherent in it as its Subject. In the former 0 
Senſe our Original Corruption cannot be ſaid to ? 
be Voluntary, for it is in us Antecedently to any for: 
Motion of our own Will, and can no more pro- ] 
ceed from That than our very Beings from Our- ien 
ſelves. But its being Involuntary in this Senſe the 
doth not abſolve it from its Sinfulneſs, it being be 
Ty in the Latter and very proper Senſe 0 UN 
the Word, as Affecting our Will, and Inhering in 8 8 
7 | =. C0 8 r 
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if . It doth not indeed proceed from any Act of 
1s, che Will, but the Conſent of the Will accompanys 
to itt, or rather, It is Itſelf the Natural Biaſs and In- 
he clination of the Will to Evil, and to ſay That is 
So Jalrogether Involuntary is no leſs than a Contra- 
in. { diction. . %% m ST 
ter But if any will be ſo refractory as ſtill to diſ- 
gell pute the Voluntarineſs of theſe Natural Evil In- 
clinations; they muſt however acknowledge, 
Je: what they are leaſt willing to admit, the Sinful- 
om Ineſs of them: If they will but conſider, that our 
the Outward Actions owe all their Iniquity to the 
a}. Sinfulneſs of theſe Inward Diſpoſitions of the 


Heart; for if Theſe are not in Themſelves Sin- 


y ful, a Compliance with them in our Outward 
eto [Actions can never be a Crime. I need not now. 
add, that our Original Corruption is Voluntary al- 
ſo in reſpe& of its Cauſe, and its Effects: For it 
derives its Being from the moſt Wilful Tranſ- 
greſſion of our Firſt Parents, ind gives Birth to all 
our Own Actual Sins. And as to the Latter part of 
the Objection, That it is Unavoidable in us, tis 
True; but That doth not alter the Nature of the 
Thing: For though it be ſo, yet it being contrary 
mer o the Law of God, it will be Sin ſtill, That be- 
1to ng the very Eſſence of Sin, as was ſhewed be- 

w fore. 5 3 
. But its being Unavoidable makes a great Diffe- 
Hu- tence, I confeſs, between It and Actual Sin; and 
enſe [there is no leſs Difference in Gos Proceedings 
eing about them. Both of them render'd the Sinner 
ſe ok[Cuilty; but Actual ho ons ook 2 

180 p's unxelenti ICC, W as Origmal mo- 
ig in 50 D's unrelenting Ju ks, whereas Orig 195 


*. 


*. 
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ved his Pity and Compaſſion. Thus we ſee the tar 
Offending Angels, whoſe Sin was entirely Their diet 


| Own, and ſprang up and terminated in them- 


teure upon ſuch Terms. 


is fit for Go p to do, and Thar is, by what He [We 


ſelves ; who had no Sinful Parents to derive it lis 
from, or unhappy Offſpring to tranſmit it to, peri-“ 
ſhed without Mercy: When Adam, who was to [per 
entail his Sin upon his Children, and They, who wit 
were to become Sinners thus by unavoidable Miſ. give 
fortune, had a Redeemer provided for them; and by 
He no leſs than the Second Perſon in the Ever Bleſ. ſect 
%%% 
4. And Laſtly ; They ſay, that if the Sin of the fim 
Firſt Man was to involve all his Poſterity in Guile, A 
and That Sin certainly foreſeen ; it was not con- Hin 
ſiſtent with the Goodneſs of Go p to make a Crea- tur 


| Nay, but, O Man! ho art thou PDy 
Rom. ix. 20, fat repheſt againſt Gopꝰ Shall the on 
2% ung formed, ſay to him that formed [wh 
m, Why haſt thou made me ſo? Hath be 
not the Potter Power oer the Clay? J am fure, 18! 
we have but one Rule by which to Judge of what if 


Hlath done. But theſe bold Exalters of Humane fh 


Keaſon, as they ſet Bounds to the Perfections of Le 


their Maker, ſo they will meaſure his Actions alfo ine 
by it. To make a Creature by whoſe Single 
Crime ſo numerous a Progeny ſhould be Ruined, 
and That Crime certainly foreſeen, is with Them De 
no leſs than Injuſtice and Cruelty. If it be ſo, ſay of 

They, Millions of Millions are called up out of Ar 

Nothing (the Abode of unqueſtionable Security) [1s 
only to be thrown headlong into Miſery by Arbi- | 
RES eats Fd oa” po VCF 
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the Jirary Omnipotence, But there is not more Im 
heir piety than Falſhood in this pompous Objection ; 
em- for it ſuppoſes the Sin of Man Incvitable, and 
e it his Doom Irreverſible. 8 

eri. | Tis True indeed, Adam's Fall, by Go p's 
s to {permiſſive Decree, was certain in the Event, but 
vho with Reſpect to that Ability which Gop hath 
MI. given him to ſtand, not Unavoidable: He fell 
and [by a free Act of his own Will, which was fore- 


ſäwas ſo far from being Irreverſible, that he was 
the 
lt, Act of Mercy. A New Covenant is made with 
on- him agreeable to the preſent Frailty of his Na- 
en- ture: The Son of Gap Himſelf takes His 
Ikleſh, that in it He may undergo his Penalty by 
hou Dying for him; and in His Life of Sorrow up- 
the Jon Earth performed the Whole Law, that Man, 
ned who had loſt his Own Righteouſneſs, might now _ 


immediately reſcued from it by a moſt amazing 


ath 
Ire, 
hat 


be: cloath'd with His. An unſinning Obedience 


is no longer rigorouſly exacted, but an Imperfect, ; 


if Sincere and Entire, is accepted : And in this 


weak and tottering Condition of Man, if he 


ſhould fall even from That, He has not only 


He 
Ifo ing Hand of Goo alſo to help him up. 

in the Maker, or leaſt Hardihip upon the Creature? 
CN 
) [1s not the Hiſtory of our Redemption tranſ- 
51 


ane | 
of [Leave to riſe again by Repentance, but the aſſiſ.- 
ole | Now, where is there any Injuſtice or Cruelty 
ed, 
ay by: Gov, till depend upon his Own Choice ? 
of And, can any Chriſtian pretend Ignorarce of it? 

- | mitted down to us in the ſame Page with That 


Doth not Man's Happineſs or Miſery, by the Grace 


which was neceſſary to conſtitute Moral Agents, 
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of our Fall? And if theſe Daring Objectors in 
the End find only the Severe Juſtice of Go p fall 
to Their Lot, is it not becauſe, to clamour at 
That, They wilfully ſhut their Eyes againſt His 
a 8 N n 
. After all, How much ſoever the Original Sin 
of Man Wy Þ ſome be repreſented as a Re- 
proach to his Maker, and the OEconomy of his Hi 
Redemption not only Denied, but Ridiculed by 

Others: Vet if you pleaſe, with me, to employ. Maj 


your Meditations upon them for a moment, it P. 


will appear that the Creation of Man in theſe Cit- 
cumſtances, is more for the Glory of G0 p than 
c © EE inet 
The Glory of God is only the Manifeſtation ſe 
of Himſelf; ſo that the more of His Nature and 
Attributes is diſcovered, the farther is His Glory b 
ſpread. His Happineſs conſiſts in His own Infi- fe 
nite Perfections; but till Intelligent Creatures 
were made, capable of diſcerning Them in His In 
Works, His Glory lay concealed. Now every ai 
thing in the Creation manifeſted Govp's Wil- 
dom and Power, and the Abuſe of that Liberty 


made way for His Holineſs and Vindictive Juſtice 
to appear: Adorable indeed, but Dreadtul-Ate | 
tributes without Mercy; and there was no room pre 

for That to ſhew itlelf, till the Creature was | 
made, whole Sin deſcending to his Offfpring was 
 Inſeparably attended with Misfortune. Here be- 

gan the Fatherly Tenderneſs and Pity of G0 D to 
diſplay itſelf; for, till there was an unfortunate 
” Creature in the Wor Id, there was no proper Ob- þ 


= 
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n ſect of the Divine Compaſſion. Humane Pity, 
l jadeed, reaches to all the Miſerable, tho' they 
at tre ſo by their own Choice; but this is a Weal: 
lis neſs, which however becomes Us, on account of 
ne common Infirmitys and Calamitys from 
: fyhich none of us are exempted. But Goo is 
put of the reach of ſuch a Conſideration, and 
is Compaſſion can have no Mixture of Weakneſs 
ind Imperfection ; but muſt be ſuitable to the 
Majeſty of Heaven, and exert itſelf without any 
Piminution of His other Attributes: The Au- 
hority of His Laws muſt be vindicated, His 
aan Juſtice ſatisfied, as well as His Mercy gratified, - 
I But here a Difficulty ſtarts up which might 

ion ſeem Inſuperable to the Deity Himſelf: How are 
and infinite Juſtice and Infinite Mercy conſiſtent in a 
ory Governor? One requires the moſt rigid Satiſ= 


nft- faction, while at the ſame time the Other will 


Ires not be content without free Pardon. This it was 
His hat made it Neceſſary for the Ever Bleſſed Tri- 
7ery ity to unfold itſelf ; for to vindicate the Honour 
Vil- bf Gop's Laws, and at the ſame time to ſave 
erty Man, no leſs than all the Three Perſons in the 
nts, Divine Eſſence muſt be employed. Gop's Au- 
ſtice thoriry muſt have been trampled on, or Man loſt 
At- for ever; had not the Son undertaken to be His 
oom Proxy, the Father Accepted of the Subſtitution, | 
was find the Holy Ghoſt completed all, by Renewing 
was find Sanctifying His Nature. N 
be- Now had Gop never permitted Sin to enter 
D to into the World, and no Creature had fallen from 
mate the Uprightneſs in which it was Created, but all 
Obe bf them had continued Steadily in a Obe- 
EO 5 85 fiene; 


they ſoon found it neceſſary to enlarge its Em- 


they would have loſt much of their Luſtre: And þlc 


: Wet 
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dience; might not Their Liberty be firſt called in 
Queſtion, and then their Makers? As if they were 
driven on in the fame Courſe by fatal Neceſſity, ſth; 
and it was not in the Power of God to have 
made Things otherwiſe. When the Stoicks had 
once taken up an Opinion, that all Things here {; 
below were under the Conduct of Blind Fate, {fe 


pire, and made Jupiter himſelf ſubject to it, 
Nou by whatſoever other Means the Divine ſts 
Per fections might have been made known to bf 
Man, unleſs they had been ſeen in their Effects, fl 


if the Liberty of Go p had not appear'd, the Glory t. 
of all His Works would have been much ob- har; 


On the other fide; a5 Things now are, by the 6 


Creation of Man in ſuch Circumſtances, what ar 


a bright Scene of Gop's Glory is before out Hat 
Eyes! The greateſt Good is brought out of na- 


tte greateſt Evil, and the whole Deity (if we ſie 
may ſo ſpeak) concern'd in it. The Incompre- T 


henſible Plurality of Perſons in the Godhead is {4 
| from hence diſcover'd, Go »'s Liberty demon- h. 
ſtrated, and every Attribute diſplays itſelf in its hoy 
utmoſt Force and Vigour. There is no Jarring Keri 


between His Juſtice and Mercy: The Formet ob 


preſents itſelf before us in all its Terror, the Lats mut 
© ter ſhining out in its full Glory: por. 
Pſi. lxxxv. Thus Mercy and Truth have inet to- Rea 
10. gether, Righteonſneſs and Peace have pd 

© Tkeifſed each other. Then as for the Go 


Honour of Gov's Laws and Government, what | 


could 
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in {ould more fully vindicate That, or better de- 
ere fmonſtrate His Hatred and Deteſtation of Si 
ity, han a Bleeding Go p expiring under the Puniſh- 
ave ment of it? And how could the Love of Go 
had ſppear more triumphantly, than by the Sox's bear- 
ere ng our Burden; and the Father's laying that 
ate, flelp upon One that was ſo might? 
m- Behold the Myſtery of Godlineſs, which An- 

tels themſelves, tho? unconcerned in the Bene- 
vine fits, gaze upon with Admiration! while many 
| to þf the depraved Sons of Adam are labouring to 
eas, Kiſpute their Saviour out of the Value of His 
And Blood, and Themſelves out of their Salvation by 
ory t. Perverſe Men! who will not own the Der 
ob- Fation of any Guilt from their Fore-father, when 
hey are copying his very Sin in the Pride and 
the Infidelity of it! Doth not the plaineſt Scripture 
yhat ſtare them in the Face, and tell them, 
out mat as by One Man's Diſobedience Rom. v. 19. 
of any became Sinners, ſo by the 0be- 


we ſlience of One many ſhall be made Righteous; 
pre- T hat as in Adam All died, ſo in CHRIST fall 


d iS A be made alive? And does not the Old Serpent 
10N- fyhiſper them in the Ear, and bid them beware 
1 Its how they underſtand theſe, and the like Places of 
ring pcripture; That they muſt take great Care not 
mer fo be miſled by the Plain Senſe of Words, which 
Lats muſt always (whatſoever they may ſeem to im- 
dry: port) be interpreted fo as to be agreeable to our 
to- Reaſon, which is the Candle of the Lo xD ſet 
have ap in our Souls; that there can be nothing in 
the Go p Himſelf, or His Dealings with Man, above 
e PP tra Of Poe ge W "i 


ould | 


the condemned Criminals on whom the Sen- 


7 of Orig wy Sin; 
our Comprehenſion ; 1 in ſhort, that Reaſon | 
is to us the ſole Meaſure of all Truth ? 24 
Let us offer up our hearty Prayers to Goy, 
that in His own good time He will be pleaſed to | 
reſcue theſe unhappy Men from ſuch Deluſions of 
Satan, and pull off the Scales from their Eyes, 
that they may one Day diſcern the Things which 
ſo much belong to their Peace: That He will allo 
be graciouſly pleaſed to confirm and ſtrengthen 
us inthe true Faith, and inſpire us with Courage 
o contend earneſtly for i it, againſt all Oppoſers 
That He will kindle in our Hearts the moſt | 
ardent Affection for our Bleſſed Lo RD, who en- 
dured ſuch Bitter Sufferings to redeem us from l 
the Power of Sin and Death; and that this Flame 
of Love may ſhine forth in all the Branches of 
an Entire and Sincere Obedience: So ſhall We 


tence of Death had paſſed, be Partakers in the 
Triumphs of the Cools, and reign with our 
Bleſſed Redeemer for Ever. „ 


D ak with he Huber and BY Hh 
Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, Might, | 
Majeſty, and Dominion, 20W and for even 

more. Amen. . i 
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